
African-American Biographies 
 

Aaron, Hank: baseball player 
Ali, Muhammad: boxer 

Anderson, Marian: opera singer 
Ashe, Arthur: athlete, activist 
Baker, Josephine: entertainer 
Banneker, Benjamin: inventor 

Bridges, Ruby: civil rights activist 
Carver, George Washington: scientist 

Charles, Ray: musician 
Coleman, Bessie: pilot 

Curtis, Christopher Paul: writer 
Davis, Miles: musician 

Douglass, Frederick: writer, abolitionist 
Du Bois, W.E.B.: writer, scholar, activist 

Ellington, Duke: musician 
Fortune, Amos: former slave 

Garvey, Marcus: activist 
Glover, Savion: dancer, choreographer 

Haley, Alex: writer 
Henson, Matthew: explorer 

Hughes, Langston: poet 
Jemison, Mae: astronaut 
Johnson, Mamie: athlete 

Joplin, Scott: musician, composer 
King, Coretta Scott: civil rights activist 

King, Jr., Martin Luther: activist 
Mandela, Nelson: activist, writer 

Marley, Bob: musician 
Marshall, Thurgood: Supreme Court 

Myers, Walter Dean: writer 
Obama, Barack: politician, writer 

Owens, Jesse: Olympic athlete 
Parker, John: abolitionist, businessman 

Parks, Rosa: civil rights activist 
Powell, Colin: soldier, statesman 
Robinson, Jackie: baseball player 

Truth, Sojourner: abolitionist 
Tubman, Harriet: abolitionist 

Turner, Nat: abolitionist 
Washington, Booker T.: writer, educator 

Wheatley, Phillis: poet 
X, Malcolm: activist 
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